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Too Young to Remember? 


PEAKING in an auditorium which contained 3,500 empty seats, 
Gov. Thomas E. Dewey opened his campaign for the presidency 
last month in the supposed Republican stronghold of Philadelphia. 


The highlight of his speech was the accusation that President 
Roosevelt had failed to foresee the war or to prepare for it. 


Probably Dewey was too young back in 1933 to recall that one 
of Roosevelt’s first acts was to begin rebuilding the navy the Repub- 
licans scuttled after the last war. 


But certainly he should be able to remember as far back as 1937 
when Roosevelt warned the country that Germany and Japan were 
endangering the security of America and the world. 

If Dewey can’t remember that, he must have been old enough 
by 1939 to remember how the Republicans in Congress voted 138 
to 15 to prevent the fortification of Guam. 

And how the same year they voted 122 to 5 against Roosevelt’s 
recommendation to increase our air power. And again in 1939 how 
they voted 150 to 8 to prevent England from receiving the weapons 
to defend herself and thereby keep Germany busy on that side of 
the ocean. 

Can Dewey have forgotten how the President declared an emer- 
gency and called the National Guard to active duty in 1940? And 
where was Dewey when Roosevelt pushed the conscription act 
through Congress fifteen months before Pearl Harbor, while the 
Republicans voted 124 to 59 against it? 


Dewey was silent during all that time but a year later he dis- 
covered that a war was in progress when Roosevelt proposed his 
lend-lease bill so that Germany could be stopped with American 
weapons rather than with American boys. 

He broke his silence then. And did he congratulate the President 
for attempting to keep the war from our shores? Did he help him? 

Not Rip Van Winkle Dewey, who had been sound asleep from 
1933 to 1941. He tried to kill the lend-lease bill, probably the most 
important to the defense of the United States in all those years. 

Here’s what he said: 


“The President’s so-called defense bill would bring an end to 
free government in the United States and would abolish Congress 
for all practical purposes. This bill is an attempt to abolish free 
government in the United States.” 


And this from the man who says Roosevelt failed to foresee the 
war or do anything about it! 


After lend-lease passed, the Republicans continued their hostility 
to other vital war measures with the encouragement of Dewey, the 
man who says he will stop the next war in advance. 


The record shows that the best way to stop war is to stop Dewey. 
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Reoseuelt Addresses Teamsters 
— A Man With a Record vs. a Man With a Mustache 


BY LESTER M. HUNT 


TANDING fearlessly before the world as 
S still the champion of the working man, 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt formally 
opened his campaign for re-election at a 
national meeting of the Teamsters’ Union 
in Washington, D. C., on September 23. 

And anyone who listened to the roaring 
radios that eventful night can have no doubt 
that the working man is still the champion 
of Roosevelt. 

The Teamsters tore the roof off. 

It was probably the greatest demonstra- 
tion of fighting faith in a fighting leader that 


has marked the long career of Roosevelt in 
national and world affairs. 

The Teamsters gave him a $25,000 ova- 
tion, figured in the time they took in ap- 
plause over the national radio hookups. It 
was almost 15 minutes before the cheering, 
applauding, stamping crowd could be quiet- 
ed to let the President begin his speech. 
And exactly 56 times during the course of it 
they shook the chandeliers with their ap- 
plause. 

The appearance of the President was a 
reassurance to the crowd. He had all the 
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fire and determination that he ever had. His 
face was lined with the cares and hardships 
he has endured. But his voice had the same 
ring of inspiration, and his eyes sparkled 
with the same youthful animation. 

In fact, he looked little older than he did 
in the early days of the New Deal when this 
writer, as a newspaper man, covered his 
trip into the Far West to inspect the site of 
the huge dam at Grand Coulee. It was his 
approval of the Grand Coulee project at 
that time, and of the Bonneville project 
soon after, that made the Columbia a river 
of destiny for the defense and development 
of America. 

It took several minutes of effort by Presi- 
dent Daniel J. Tobin and other officials of 
the International at the head table to get 
the delegates from Teamster locals off their 
feet and back into their chairs so the Presi- 
dent could begin his speech. 

But when they heard the old, familiar 
voice, with the old, familiar vigor, they 
broke loose again. It was a tumultuous 
acceptance of the challenge to battle and it 
notified the nation that November 7 will be 
another D Day—Democratic Day—in the 
steady progress of the common people to- 
ward security and peace. 

There were two events of outstanding 
political importance that evening—the pres- 
ence at the speakers’ table of, President Wil- 
liam Green of the American Federation of 
Labor and Henry J. Kaiser, the production 
wizard of American industry. 

Green and Kaiser were not merely there. 
They were enthusiastic participants in the 
program of the evening. Green amazed the 
Teamsters as he discarded all semblance of 
“non-partisanism” to wave his arms and 
shout like a football rooter when his team 
has scored a touchdown. 

Green’s team did score a touchdown that 
night. Roosevelt made it on a beautiful pass 
from Tobin while 850 Teamsters, represent- 
ing every local union in the United States, 
ran interference. 

Kaiser must have sent a chill down the 


spines of reactionary industrialists who are 
paying the bills for the Republican ticket. 
He not only attended the banquet but he 
sat at the head table beside Green and so 
close to Roosevelt that they chatted during 
the course of the banquet preceding the 
President’s speech. 

Kaiser was the only man outside the ranks 
of labor who sat at the head table. 

And only five others at the head table 
were outside the Teamsters’ Union. These 
were Green, George Harrison, president of 
the Railway Clerks; William Birthright, 
president of the Barbers; Herbert C. Rivers, 
acting president of the Building Trades, and 
William C. Doherty, president of the Na- 
tional Association of Letter Carriers. 

The others at the head table which 
stretched the width of the big Hotel Statler 
ballroom were Secretary-Treasurer John M. 
Gillespie, Executive Assistant President 
Thomas E. Flynn, vice-presidents, trustees 
and international organizers of the Team- 
sters’ Union. 

Not a cabinet member nor a member of 
Congress was invited. It was strictly a 
Teamster show. 

The press tables also stretched across the 
banquet hall directly in front of the speak- 
ers’ table so that the representatives of the 
newspapers could have every facility for 
covering the meeting. They used these facil- 
ities to the greatest advantage. Every ma- 
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jor press association and major newspaper 
in the United States was represented among 
the 70 newspaper men. 

Reuters news agency of England sent 
men as did the Tass agency of Russia. It 
was a meeting that commanded world-wide 
attention and the press of the world was 
there. Seldom, if ever, has any union meet- 
ing been so thoroughly covered as was this 
rally of Teamsters for their commander-in- 
chief. 

For several days before the meeting 
newspapers speculated that the support of 
the Teamsters had been purchased by the 
President by a promise to raise wages be- 
fore the election and that Teamster sup- 
port had been influenced by a promise that 
Roosevelt would repudiate the support of 
the CIO. 

The evident intention of these reports 
was to divide labor with suspicion and to 
create the public impression that the Team- 
sters had been bribed. 

But Tobin made the record clear and 
convincing on that. Several hours before 
the banquet he assembled the delegates for 
a meeting and referred to them the resolu- 
tion unanimously adopted by the general 
executive board in Chicago in August. 

This resolution indorsed Roosevelt for a 
fourth term with every member of the exec- 
utive board voting “aye.” 


And when the resolution was referred to 
the national meeting of delegates, the an- 
swer again was a thunderous and unani- 
mous “aye.” Not a man suggested a change 
or objected to the resolution. Instead, they 
gave a rousing ratification. 

They proved that the international offi- 
cers were speaking the sentiments of the 
membership when they indorsed for re-elec- 
tion a president who has constantly worked 
to improve the conditions of the member- 
ship of this union, of all other unions, and 
in fact of every man and woman who works 
for wages. 

Nobody at the meeting had any idea what 
the President was going to say. They were 
for him regardless of what he said because 
they knew what he had done. They had two 
choices—a man with a record or a man 
with a mustache. 

Anybody can raise a mustache in a couple 
of weeks but a record like Roosevelt’s comes 
only at long intervals in the cycle of human 
progress. 

And so the Teamsters of America, with 
their memories of the past and their hopes 
in the future, are still marching forward 
along the trail blazed with the accomplish- 
ments of a peerless and tireless leader. 

We're not afraid of the Republican scare- 
crow of “tired old men.” We’re just tired 
of old Republican promises. 


Tobin Introduces Roosevelt 


— Unseen Power Gives Leaders in Times of Crisis 


N INTRODUCTION of President Roose- 
A velt that touched off the wildest dem- 
onstration of this political campaign was 
given by Daniel J. Tobin at the national 
meeting of Teamsters ‘in Washington, D. C., 
last month. 

Tobin did not confine himself to the per- 
functory introductions that have preceded 
the speeches of Thomas E. Dewey—the in- 
troductions of men who have nothing to say 


in support of the candidate they profess to 
follow. 

Tobin briefly but eloquently told why he 
was for Roosevelt and why every other citi- 
zen should be for Roosevelt, particularly 
those citizens who carry union cards. The 
introduction went out over the major radio 
networks and occasioned warm compliments 
from all sections of the nation. It was a great 


introduction for a great leader. It follows: 
(Continued on Page 6) 














1—President Tobin addressing 
national conference. 

2—Head table at banquet show- 
ing part of press tables in 
foreground. 

3—General Auditor Frank D. 
Brown of Indianapolis with 
Ted Cronin of St. Louis. 

4—Intl. Auditor Charles J, Far- 
rell greeting Intl. Organizer 
William Conboy of San Fran- 
cisco. 

5—Vice-Pres. Thomas J. Farrell 
of Cincinnati with Intl. Or- 
ganizer T. T. Neal of Hous- 
ton, Tex., and Delegates D. J. 
McEwen and Dick Onstott of 
Seattle. 

6—General Counsel Joseph A. 
Padway, General Secy-Treas. 
John M. Gillespie and Vice- 
Pres. John J. Conlin of Hobo- 
ken, N. J., at national confer- 
ence meeting. 

7—Vice-Presidents J. P. Mc- 
Laughlin of San Francisco 
and Dave Beck of Seattle with 
Executive Asst. Pres. Thos. 
E. Flynn. 

8—Vice-Presidents D. J. Murphy 
of St. Louis and Sidney Bren- 
nan of Minneapolis. 


Photos by Alexander Archer, New York. 
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1—Intl. Secy-Treas. John M. 
Gillespie reading resolu- 
tions adopted by national 
conference. 


2—Drew Pearson, nationally 
famous radio commenta- 
tor and newspaper col- 


umnist, interviews Pres. 
Tebin. Pearson has been 
consistently fair to labor 
and was warmly greeted 
by Tobin. 

3—Intl. Organizer Thomas 
P. O’Brien of Washing- 
ton, D. C., greets Intl. 
Organizer Frank Prohl 
of Atlanta, Ga., while 
Sam J. Byers, Intl. Secy- 
Treas. of Laundry Work- 





ers (center), one of honor guests at the banquet, renews acquaintance with 
both. Byers is one of the strongest Roosevelt men in the councils of the AFL. 
4—Executive Asst. Pres. Thomas E. Flynn of Indianapolis on the platform at 
the business meeting of the national conference prior to the banquet. 
5—Gillespie renews old friendships with a group of Teamster delegates in lobby 
of Hotel Statler. At the extreme left is John Del Monte, Boston Teamster 
official, who handled arrangements for last year’s highly successful conven- 
tion of the AFL in that city. Photos by Alexander Archer, New York, 
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(Continued from Page 3) 

It seems as though an Unseen Power has 
always given us able leaders capable of 
dealing with problems that for a time seemed 
possible of destroying all the advancements 
brought about over the centuries by men 
who have given their all so that justice, 
freedom and liberty might prevail. There 
has never been leadership in the last five 
centuries that has had the problems and the 
dangers facing civilization such as the world 
is now confronted with. When the history 
of this great world struggle is written by 
unprejudiced men, when the facts are laid 
bare by those who are not blinded by ambi- 
tion or the craving for more wealth—then, 
and not until then, will this leadership be 
clearly understood and the dangerous prob- 
lems which in recent years, and now, con- 
front the world, be made known and fully 
realized. 

Tonight we have with us one of those 
great world leaders whom Destiny has edu- 
cated and trained so that our country might 
have leadership of courage, experience and 
real statesmanship, and that under his guid- 
ance and direction the victories and the 
freedoms won by the shedding of the blood 
of the innumerable patriots who have gone 
before us might be preserved, protected, 
continued and improved. 

Tonight on every battlefield of the world, 
on the seas and in the air, your sons and his 
sons are fighting and offering their lives to 
the end that civilization may continue to 
advance and the blessings that ye enjoy will 
not be set back, and that we may bring to 
the suffering peoples of other countries that 
freedom and that liberty to which they are 
justly entitled and which we intend shall be 
theirs. 

The awful picture of idleness, discourage- 
ment and stagnation confronting our nation 
in March, 1933, is sometimes forgotten by 
the millions of workers who today are en- 
joying, even in wartime, the best conditions 
and earnings ever enjoyed by the toilers at 
any time in the history of civilization, and 
in this respect our country leads all other 


countries. The membership of organized 
labor has risen in recent years from three 
million to over twelve million. Regardless 
of the statements made by the candidates of 
monopolies and labor haters, who have had 
very little experience, the millions of unor- 
ganized workers have also substantially im- 
proved and advanced, insofar as better 
hours and better wages are concerned. Let 
me remind you of the Minimum Wage and 
Hour Law, which brought to the toilers of 
the mills and factories, who had no protec- 
tion or organization, shorter hours and bet- 
ter wages. 

Lest we forget—do you men of labor 
remember the closing of the banks of the 
nation in March, 1933, when over 40 per 
cent of those financial institutions were on 
the verge of bankruptcy? Have you forgot- 
ten that today, due to the legislation enacted 
by this progressive leader of our nation, 
your savings are now protected and this 
legislation guarantees that you cannot be 
cheated and robbed by shady financiers who 
gambled with the few hard-earned dollars 
which you entrusted to them? Who, then, 
is it that ventures to say we must have a 
change in leadership in order to protect the 
toilers of the nation? I'll tell you who they 
are. A band of avaricious manipulators of 
wealth who would endanger and sacrifice 
the very liberties that we are fighting for in 
order to satiate their thirst for power and 
greater wealth. Look over the aggregation 
that believes that, at this serious time, when 
we are driving our enemies to surrender and 
to suicide, who desire to displace the head 
of our government and substitute one who 
lacks almost all the qualities and training 
needed for important, serious world leader- 
ship. Every one of them has been opposed 
to the progress of the toilers. They are the 
same outfit that has opposed every step for- 
ward that we have endeavored to make in 
the years past to emancipate the workers. 

Your safety and my safety and the safety 
and freedom of the country and the world 
are now in danger. We must not gamble 
with the liberties of the human family. 
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Therefore, I impress upon you the greater 
need to beware of false prophets who come 
in the clothing of sheep but who in reality 
may prove to be dangerous experiments. 
Keep before your eyes from now until next 
November the 11 million men wearing the 
uniforms of our country, many of whom 
have been disfranchised by the opponents 
of our country’s great leader. They are 
watching you and calmly awaiting your 
decision as to whether or not you will prove 
loyal to them. They have been faithful and 
loyal to you on the battlefield. They are 
watching you as to whether or not you will 
support the man who is so gloriously lead- 
ing them and you on to victory. You and I 


will have to answer to them and‘ to future 
generations and prove to them that we are 
not guilty of the awful crime of ingratitude. 
I know that the men and women of labor, 
organized and unorganized, will not prove 
false to our fighting forces, living or dead. 
As you have done in the past, you will stand 
shoulder to shoulder and face to face sup- 
porting that leader of our nation who is 
daily tortured by willful misrepresentation; 
that world leader who would gladly give all 
that he has, even his life, if called upon, so 
that other men might live in peace and 
freedom. 

Gentlemen, I present to you the President 
of the United States. 


OLLOWING is the text of President Roose- 
F velt’s opening campaign speech, made 
as the guest of the Teamsters’ Union and 
broadcast to the world over the major radio 
networks: 





Well, here we are together again—after 
four years—and what years they have been! 
Iam actually four years older—which seems 
to annoy some people. In fact, millions of 
us are more than eleven years older than 
when we started in to clear up the mess that 
was dumped in our laps in 1933. 

We all know certain people who make it 
a practice to depreciate the accomplish- 


ments of labor—who even attack labor as © 


unpatriotic. They keep this up usually for 
three years and six months. But then, for 
some strange reason, they change their 
tune—every four years—just before elec- 
tion day. When votes are at stake, they 
suddenly discover that they really love 
labor, and are eager to protect it from its 
old friends. 

I got quite a laugh, for example—and I 
am sure that you did—when I read this 
plank in the Republican platform adopted 
: _ national convention in Chicago last 

uly; 


“The Republican party accepts the 
purposes of the National Labor Rela- 
tions Act, the Wage and Hour Act, the 
Social Security Act and all other Federal 
statutes designed to promote and pro- 
tect the welfare of American working 
men and women, and we promise a fair 
and just administration of these laws.” 
Many of the Republican leaders and Con- 

gressmen and candidates who shouted en- 
thusiastic approval of that plank in that 
convention hall would not even recognize 
these progressive laws if they met them in 
broad daylight. Indeed, they have person- 
ally spent years of effort and energy—and 
much money—in fighting every one of those 
laws in the Congress, in the press, and in 
the courts, ever since this administration 
began to advocate them and enact them into 
legislation. That is a fair example of their 
insincerity and of their inconsistency. 

The whole purpose of Republican oratory 
these days seems to be to switch labels. The 
object is to persuade the American people 
that the Democratic party was responsible 
for the 1929 crash and depression, and that 
the Republican party was responsible for 
all social progress under the New Deal. 

Imitation may be the sincerest form of 
flattery—but I am afraid that in this case 
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it is the most obvious common or garden 
variety of fraud. 

There are enlightened, liberal elements 
in the Republican party, and they have 
fought hard and honorably to bring the 
party up to date and to get it in step with 
the forward march of American progress. 
But these liberal elements were not able to 
drive the Old Guard Republicans from their 
entrenched positions. 

Can the Old Guard pass itself off as the 
New Deal? 

I think not. 

We have all seen many marvelous stunts 
in the circus, but no performing elephant 
could turn a handspring without falling flat 
on his back. 

I need not recount to you the centuries 
of history which have been crowded into 
these four years since I saw you last. 

There were some—in the Congress and 
out—who raised their voices against our 
preparations for defense—before and after 
1939—as hysterical war mongering, who 
cried out against our help to the Allies as 
provocative and dangerous. We remember 
the voices. They would like to have us for- 
get them now. But in 1940 and 1941 they 
were loud voices. Happily they were a mi- 
nority and—fortunately for ourselves and 
for the world—they could not stop America. 

There are some politicians who kept their 
heads buried deep in the sand while the 
storms of Europe and Asia were headed our 
way, who said that the lend-lease bill 
“would bring an end to free government in 
the United States,” and who said “only 
hysteria entertains the idea that Germany, 
Italy or Japan contemplate war upon us.” 
These very men are now asking the Ameri- 
can people to intrust to them the conduct of 
our foreign policy and our military policy. 

What the Republican leaders are now 
saying in effect is this: “Oh, just forget what 
we used to say, we have changed our minds 
now—we have been reading the public opin- 
ion polls about these things, and we now 
know what the American people want. 
Don’t leave the task of making the peace to 


those old men who first urged it, and who 
have already laid the foundations for it, and 
who have had to fight all of us inch by inch 
during the last five years to do it—just turn 
it all over to us. We’ll do it so skillfully 
that we won’t lose a single isolationist vote 
or a single isolationist campaign contribu- 
tion.” 

THERE IS ONE THING I AM 
TOO OLD FOR — I CANNOT 
TALK OUT OF BOTH SIDES OF 
MY MOUTH AT THE SAME 
TIME. 


This government welcomes all sincere 
supporters of the cause of effective world 
collaboration in the making of a lasting 
peace. Millions of Republicans all over the 
nation are with us—and have been with 
us—in our unshakable determination to 
build the solid structure of peace. And they, 
too, will resent this campaign talk by those 
who first woke up to the facts of interna- 
tional life a few short months ago—when 
they began to study the polls of public 
opinion. 

Those who today have the military re- 
sponsibility for waging this war in all parts 
of the globe are not helped by the state- 
ments of men who, without responsibility 
and without knowledge of the facts, lecture 
the Chiefs of Staff of the United States as 
to the best means of dividing our armed 
forces and our military resources between 
the Atlantic and Pacific, between the Army 
and the Navy, and among the commanding 
generals of the different theatres of war. 

When I addressed you four years ago, I 
said: “I know that America will never be 
disappointed in its expectation that labor 
will always continue to do its share of the 
job we now face, and do it patriotically and 
effectively and unselfishly.” 

Today we know that America has not 
been disappointed. In his order of the day 
when the allied armies first landed in Nor- 
mandy, General Eisenhower said: “Our 
home fronts have given us overwhelming 
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Top—Part of head table showing 
from left, Henry J. Kaiser, in- 
dustrial wizard, AFL Pres. 
William Green, Pres. Roose- 
velt, Dan Tobin, Intl. Secy- 
Treas. John M. Gillespie. 


2—Pres. William C. Doherty of 
National Assn. of Letter Car- 
riers, at head table. 


3—Pres. George Harri- 
son of the Railway 
Clerks confers with 
Pres. William Birth- 
right of Barbers dur- 
ing banquet. 


4—Herbert C. Rivers, 
acting president of 
the AFL Building 
Trades, at head table. 


5—Vice-Pres. Dave Beck of Seattle, whose efficient hand- 
ling of banquet arrangements won high praise. 


6—Kaiser and Green join enthusiastically in ovation to 
Roosevelt which cost $25,000 in radio time. 


7—Tobin speaking to closed session of national conference 
on Sept. 23 shortly before banquet. 
Photos by Alexander Archer, New York. 
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superiority in weapons and munitions of 
war.” 

I know that there are those labor 
baiters among the opposition who, in- 
stead of calling attention to the achieve- 
ments of labor in this war, prefer to 
pick on the occasional strikes which 
have occurred — strikes which have 
been condemned by every responsible 
national labor leader—every national 
leader except one. And that one labor 
leader, incidentally, is certainly not 
among my supporters. 


Labor baiters forget that, at our peak, 
American labor and management have 
turned out airplanes at the rate of 109,000 
per year; tanks, 57,000 per year; combat 
vessels, 573 per year; landing vessels, 
31,000 per year; cargo ships, 19 million 
tons per year; and small arms ammunition, 
23 billion rounds per year. 

But a strike is news, and generally ap- 
pears in shrieking headlines—and, of course, 
they say labor is always to blame. The fact 
is that, since Pearl Harbor, only one-tenth 
of one per cent of man-hours have been lost 
by strikes. 

But even those candidates who burst 
out in election-year affection for social 
legislation and for labor in general still 
think you ought to be good boys and 
stay out of politics. And above all, they 
hate to see any working man or woman 
contribute a dollar bill to any wicked 
political party. Of course, it is all right 
for large financiers and industrialists 
and monopolists to contribute tens of 
thousands of dollars—but their solici- 
tude for that dollar which the men and 
women in the ranks of labor contribute 
is always very touching. 

They are, of course, perfectly willing to 
let you vote—unless you happen to be a 
soldier or sailor overseas, or a merchant 
seaman carrying the munitions of war. In 
that case they have made it pretty hard for 
you to vote—for there are some political 
candidates who think they may have a 


chance if only the total vote is small enough. 

And while I am on the subject of voting 
let me urge every American citizen—man 
and woman—to use your sacred privilege 
of voting, no matter which candidate you 
expect to support. Our millions of soldiers 
and sailors and merchant seamen have been 
handicapped or prevented from voting by 
those politicians and candidates who think 
they stand to lose by such votes. You here 
at home have the freedom of the ballot. 
Irrespective of party, you should register 
and vote this November. That is a matter 
of good citizenship. 

Words come easily, but they do not 
change the record. You are old enough to 
remember what things were like for labor 
in 1932. 

You remember the closed banks and 
the breadlines and the starvation 
wages; the foreclosures of homes and 
farms, and the bankruptcies of busi- 
ness; the “Hoovervilles,” and the 
young men and women of the nation 
facing a hopeless, jobless future; the 
closed factories and mines and mills; 
the ruined and abandoned farms; the 
stalled railroads and the empty docks; 
the blank despair of a whole nation— 
and the utter impotence of our Federal 
Government. 

You remember the long, hard road, with 
its gains and its setbacks, which we have 
traveled together since those days. 

Now there are some politicians, of course, 
who do not remember that far back, and 
some who remember but find it convenient 
to forget. But the record is not to be 
washed away that easily. 

The opposition has already imported into 
this campaign the propaganda technique 
invented by the dictators abroad. The 
technique was all set out in Hitler’s book— 
and it was copied by the aggressors of Italy 
and Japan. According to that technique, 
you should never use a small falsehood; 
always a big one, for its very fantastic na- 
ture will make it more credible—if only 
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you keep repeating it over and over again. 

For example, although I rubbed my eyes 
when I read it, we have been told that it was 
not a Republican depression, but a Demo- 
cratic depression from which this nation has 
been saved—that this administration is re- 
sponsible for all the suffering and misery 
that the history books and the American 
people always thought had been brought 
about during the twelve ill-fated years when 
the Republican party was in power. 

Now, there is an old and somewhat lugu- 
brious adage which says: “Never speak of 
rope in the house of one who has been 
hanged.” In the same way, if I were a Re- 
publican leader speaking to a mixed audi- 
ence, the last word in the whole dictionary 
that I think I would use is that word 
“depression.” 

For another example, I learned—much to 
my amazement—that the policy of this ad- 
ministration was to keep men in the army 
when the war was over, because there might 
be no jobs for them in civil life. ; 

Why, the very day that this fantastic 
charge was first made, a formal plan 
for the method of speedy discharge 
from the army had already been an- 
nounced by the War Department—a 
plan based upon the wishes of the sol- 
diers themselves. 

This callous and brazen falsehood 
about demobilization was an effort to 
stimulate fear among American moth- 
ers, wives and sweethearts. And, inci- 
dentally, it was hardly calculated to 
bolster the morale of our soldiers and 
sailors and airmen fighting our battles 
all over the world. 

Perhaps the most ridiculous of these cam- 
paign falsifications is the one that this ad- 
ministration failed to prepare for the war 
which was coming. 

I doubt whether even Goebbels would 
have tried that one. For even he would 
never have dared hope that the voters of 
America had already forgotten that many 
of the Republican leaders in the Congress 
and outside the Congress tried to thwart 


and block nearly every attempt which this 
administration made to warn our people and 
to arm this nation. 

Some of them called our 50,000 airplane 
program fantastic. 

Many of those very same leaders who 
fought every defense measure we proposed 
are still in control of the Republican Party, 
were in control of its national convention in 
Chicago, and would be in control of the 
machinery of the Congress and of the Re- 
publican party in the event of a Republican 
victory this fall. 

These Republican leaders have not been 
content with attacks upon me, or my wife, 
or my sons—they now include my little dog, 
Fala. Unlike the members of my family, he 
resents this. 

Being a Scottie, as soon as he learned that 
the Republican fiction-writers had concoct- 
ed a story that I had left him behind on an 
Aleutian island and had sent a destroyer 
back to find him—at a cost to the taxpayers 
of two or three or twenty million dollars— 
his Scotch soul was furious. 

He has not been the same dog since. I am 
accustomed to hearing malicious falsehoods 
about myself—such as that old, worm-eaten 
chestnut that I have represented myself as 
indispensable. But I think I have a right to 
object to libelous statements about my: dog. 

But we all recognize the old technique. 
The people of this cour‘try know the past 
too well to be deceived into forgetting. Too 
much is at stake to forget. There are tasks 
ahead of us which we must now complete 
with the same will and skill and intelligence 
and devotion which have already led us so 
far on the road to victory. 

There is the task of finishing victoriously 
this most terrible of all wars as speedily as 
possible and with the least cost in lives. 

There is the task of setting up interna- 
tional machinery to assure that the peace, 
once established, will not again be broken. 

And there is the task which we face here 
at home—the task of reconverting our econ- 
omy from the purposes of war to the pur- 
poses of peace. 
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These peace-building tasks were faced 
once before, nearly a generation ago. They 
were botched by a Republican administra- 
tion. That must not happen this time. We 
will not let it happen this time. 

Fortunately, we do not begin from 
scratch. Much has been done. Much more 
is under way. 

THE FRUITS OF VICTORY 
THIS TIME WILL NOT BE AP- 
PLES TO BE SOLD ON STREET 
CORNERS. 


Many months ago, this administration set 
up the necessary machinery for an orderly 
peacetime demobilization. The Congress 
has now passed legislation continuing the 
agencies needed for demobilization—with 
additional powers to carry out their func- 
tions. 

I know that the American people—busi- 
ness and labor and agriculture—have the 
same will to do for peace what they have 
done for war. And I know that they can 
sustain a national income which will assure 
full production and full employment under 
our democratic system of private enterprise, 
with government encouragement and aid 
whenever and wherever it is necessary. 

The keynote of all that we propose to do 
in reconversion can be found in the one 
word—“ jobs.” 

We shall lease or dispose of our govern- 
ment-owned plants and facilities and our 
surplus war property and land, on the basis 
of how they can best be operated by private 
enterprise to give jobs to the greatest 
number. 

We shall follow a wage policy which will 
sustain the purchasing power of labor—for 
that means more production and more jobs. 

The present policies on wages and 
prices were conceived to serve the 





needs of the great masses of the peo- 
ple. They stopped inflation. They 
kept prices on a stable level. Through 
the demobilization period, policies will 
be carried out with the same objective 
in mind—to serve the needs of the 
great masses of the people. 

This is not the time in which men can be 
forgotten as they were in the Republican 
catastrophe which we inherited. The return- 
ing soldiers, the workers by their machines, 
the farmers in the field, the miners, the men 
and women in offices and shops, do not in- 
tend to be forgotten. 

They know they are not surplus. Be- 
cause they know that they are America. 

We must set targets and objectives for 
the future which will seem impossible to 
those who live in and are weighted down by 
the dead past. 

We are even now organizing the logistics 
of the peace just as Marshall, King, Arnold, 
MacArthur, Eisenhower and Nimitz are 
organizing the logistics of this war. 

The victory of the American people and 
their Allies in this war will be far more than 
a victory against Fascism and reaction and 
the dead hand of despotism and of the past. 
The victory of the American people and 
their Allies in this war will be a victory for 
democracy. It will constitute such an affir- 
mation of the strength and power and vital- 
ity of government by the people as history 
has never before witnessed. 

With that affirmation of the vitality of 
democratic government behind us, that 
demonstration of its resilience and its ca- 
pacity for decision and for action—with that 
knowledge of our own strength and power— 
we move forward with God’s help to the 
greatest epoch of free achievement by free 
men the world has ever known or imagined 
possible. 





Dave Beck, international vice-president from Seattle, Wash., was in charge of 
arrangements for the presidential banquet, assisted by Raymond McCall from 
the Washington, D. C., office. Beck’s expert handling of the event was warmly 
commended by the White House and at the conclusion of the banquet the Team- 
sters made it unanimous. They gave him an ovation when AFL President William 
Green leaped to his feet with the cry—“Three cheers for Dave Beck!” 
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Dewey Playing Cops and Robbers 


BY VICTOR RIESEL 
In The New York Post 


| latest behind-the-scenes addition to 
the Republican brain trust is the well- 
groomed and well-informed Mel S. Pitzele, 
labor editor on leave from Business Week. 

Pitzele, who knows as much about Marx- 
ian dialectics and Sidney Hillman as he does 
about amortization of mile-long steel mills, 
was lend-leased by Business Week to the 
Republicans for three months. 

This should embarrass Brother Hillman, 
for on many occasions he confides to Pitzele 
his ambitions and the inner workings of the 
CIO’s end of the labor movement. Pitzele 
knows all the angles and his friend Dewey 
can now be expected to try to use his infor- 
mation to needle the New Deal. 

On the other side, Mr. Roosevelt needs 
no labor advisers. By announcing that his 
first political talk would be before Grandpa 
Dan Tobin’s AFL Teamsters, the President 
set the pattern for the campaign and proved 
that he knows more about American labor 
than any other man in public life. 

With just that smiling announcement at 
his press conference Mr. Roosevelt has vir- 
tually neutralized the Republican propa- 
ganda campaign designed to smear him as 
the front for an “alien Communist labor 
clique.” With that speech before the assem- 
bled truck drivers of the nation, “Brother” 
Roosevelt showed himself as close to the 
conservative AFL as he is supposed to be 
to the CIO. 

He was talking to the men who have 
slugged it out on the streets with Commu- 
nists and Trotskyites. 

So Mr. Roosevelt, by addressing the 
Teamsters, balanced himself evenly between 
PAC and the most political union in the 
AFL. 





And by picking the leaders of the AFL’s 
most powerful unit as the audience for his 
first campaign talk, Mr. Roosevelt helped 
to destroy the myth that the CIO is the 
White House’s semi-official labor organiza- 
tion. 

All this hits squarely at the strategy 
which the lend-leased Pitzele has devised 
for the governor and which was passed on 
to Herbert Brownell, Dewey’s campaign 
manager. Hoping that repetition will make 
the story stick, Brownell has been stumping 
the country with the report that “growing 
resentment against the CIO” is driving 
other labor forces into the Dewey camp. 

If Brownell really thinks so, he doesn’t 
know the difference between a dues stamp 
and a union mass meeting. When the labor 
barons resent a colleague’s action they gen- 
erally try to go him one better—usually in 
the same direction. The AFL and the Rail- 
way Brotherhoods now believe that the 
President will be re-elected and they must 
deal with him for another four years. So 
they are now out to convince him that the 
AFL, and not the CIO, is the real political 
force in labor today. 

However, Dewey is sticking to the resent- 
ment theory in the hope that it will bring 
him votes. He also hoped that his late-Sep- 
tember midwest speech on the CIO, Sidney 
Hillman, the Communists, the Political Ac- 
tion Committee and racketeers would so 
overjoy the AFL that it would dump over- 
board its pro-Roosevelt campaign. 

That speech was made about the time Mr. 
Roosevelt talked to the Teamsters. Put 
your money on F.D.R.’s discussion of wages 
and postwar security against Dewey and 
his cops and robbers. 





President Roosevelt again has demonstrated that his foes are political nincom- 
poops whose judgment is warped by servility and whose opportunities are buried 
by vindictiveness.—S¢t. Louis Labor Tribune. 
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Government Sues Railroads 


— Huge Conspiracy Against Trucks Is Alleged 


ow railroad lobbyists have manipulated 
H state legislatures to enact laws re- 
stricting motor truck operations is expected 
to be revealed by a sensational suit filed 
against 47 western railroads by the United 
States Department of Justice. 

The 47 railroads are charged with being 
engaged in an illegal conspiracy under the 
Sherman Anti-Trust Act to destroy com- 
petitive rates and to prevent improvements 
in service. 

Exposure of a nation-wide plot to ham- 
string motor truck lines is expected from 
the government suit which also names the 
Association of American Railroads, J. P. 
Morgan & Co., Kuhn, Loeb & Co. and many 
individual officials and other individuals. 

The suit asks the court to dissolve the 
Association of American Railroads and the 
Western Association of Railway Executives. 
It was through the latter organization that 
the 47 accused railroads operated in the 
West. 

The 47 railroads control 59.5 per cent of 
the railroad trackage in the country while 
the Association of American Railroads con- 
trols 85 per cent, according to Transport 
Topics, the national weekly publication of 
motor freight operators. 

The manipulation of legislatures was han- 
dled by the western executives through a 
“highway department,” according to the 
federal complaint. 

How well it has succeeded is proven by 
the mess of conflicting state laws governing 
the operation of trucks. This maze of sense- 
less legislation proved a national menace 
when the war broke out because it hampered 
the swift movement of supplies. 

Had it not been for the suspension of the 
enforcement of these laws by 17 states, it 
would have been impossible for the motor 
trucks to handle the huge tonnage of war 


supplies urgently needed to avert national 
disaster. 

There was too much freight for the rail- 
roads to handle and it would have been 
impossible for the trucks to handle it under 
the laws the railroads inspired. 

All these laws are still on the statute books 
of those states and when the war ends, the 
railroads intend to demand their enforce- 
ment and thereby cripple truck operations. 

Under the conflicting state laws one state 
will allow much less load than another, 
necessitating part of the cargo to be un- 
loaded at one state line before the truck can 
cross that state. This has added consider- 
ably to the expense of motor freight trans- 
portation and at the same time has caused 
serious delays in transit. 

The operations of the “highway depart- 
ment” of the railroad executives under 
Joseph H. Hays of Evanston, IIl., are cov- 
ered in the following language by the com- 
plaint the government brought against the 
railroads and the Wall Street financiers, as 
quoted by Transport Topics: 

“The express and declared purpose of 
said ‘highway department’ was to retard 
the growth of the trucking industry, par- 
ticularly in the long-haul field, by various 
means and methods, among others, by 
causing the enactment of state laws re- 
strictive of motor carriers and the utili- 
zation of existing laws to restrict truck- 
ing operations. 

“Pursuant to the collusive plan to op- 
pose and retard the development of the 
motor carrier industry in the western 
district, the defendants, acting through 
said ‘highway department,’ the defend- 
ant, Joseph H. Hays, and others, have 
intervened and otherwise participated in 
numerous proceedings in opposition to 
independent and non-railroad controlled 
motor carriers before regulatory com- 
missions and courts. 

“Defendant railroads, in furtherance 
of the combinations and conspiracies, 
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have contributed financial and other sup- 
port to the activities of the said ‘high- 
way department,’ presented a united 
front in opposing the efforts of motor 
carriers to furnish new low-cost trans- 
portation to the public, and with other 
defendants and their co-conspirators 
have caused motor carrier rates to be 
raised to the level of railroad rates.” 
Additional charges are that the railroads 
have deliberately delayed perishable prod- 
ucts and have entered into conspiracies with 
oil companies and other corporations. The 
complaint makes the following charges: 


1. The “collusive and illegal” freight 
rate activities have “maintained freight 
rates for the western part of the United 
States which are higher than those fixed by 
the defendants for shippers in the East” and 
“this inequality has deprived the West of 
the advantage of low competitive rates.” 


2. The “conspiracy” has stifled utiliza- 
tion of improved railroad technology, thus 
retarding or blocking introduction of radio 
equipment on trains, installation of air con- 
ditioning and construction of spur tracks 
and loading sheds. 


3. Defendants have deliberately delayed 
delivery of perishable products and refused 
to permit certain railroads to cut rates for 
relief of drought-stricken areas. 

4, The railroads, by conspiring with oil 
company owners of common carrier pipe 
lines, have fixed arbitrary and non-competi- 
tive rates for transportation of petroleum 
and its derivatives. 


5. The defendants have “conspired with 
motor carriers and water carriers to bring 
motor and water carrier rates up to the 
higher rail level.” 


6. The Morgan and Kuhn, Loeb bank- 
ing houses, through their control of railroad 


financing, “have taken part in the collusive 
fixing of non-competitive rates,” and “have 
collaborated . . . to coerce official and de- 
fendant railroads from reducing rates and 
improving facilities.” 

The case will be prosecuted by a staff of 
eight special assistants to Attorney General 
Biddle. 

The railroads, the bankers, the oil men 
and other interests involved in the case will 
probably have at least 100 lawyers who will 
try every trick of a tricky profession to 
delay the case, confuse the issues and keep 
the public from learning the true facts. 

If the charges are proven by the govern- 
ment the railroads, who have been boasting 
in expensive newspaper and magazine ad- 
vertisements of their “patriotic” war service, 
will stand exposed as having executed a plot 
which almost sabotaged the highway trans- 
portation system in an hour of national 
emergency. 

They will also stand convicted of having 
forced the public to pay higher rates for 
inferior service, to have jeopardized the 
lives of the public by preventing the instal- 
lation of safety devices and to have gener- 
ally operated in defiance of the national 
interest. 

With the huge sums these corporations 
spend for advertising, it is not likely that 
the case will receive much space in the 
newspapers or over the radio. 

If Congress runs true to form somebody 
will introduce a law to whitewash these cor- 
porations and make their acts legal, as the 
reactionaries attempted to do in the case of 
the 31 persons Biddle charged with sedition. 

We hope the motor carriers will be as 
alert in watching their congressmen as they 
have been in watching their payrolls. 





Against such enemies as the Japs and Germans we can expect nothing. We could 
never negotiate a peace with such barbarians. We can only fight until we beat 
them to their knees. They have proved repeatedly that treachery and falsehood 
are their favorite weapons of diplomacy. They have also proved that torture, 
butchery and bestiality are their favorite weapons of war. You can’t negotiate 
treaties with animals in the jungle—The International Laundry Worker. 
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The Black Record of the 


They Surrendered Guam! 








Following is the official record of the Republican party in Congress 
during six years of the most critical period in the history of the United 
States and the world. The favorable votes cast by Republican congress- 
men on 49 vital measures, and of Republican senators on 42 vital measures 
are tallied herewith. A list of the measures, starting with the surren- 
der of Guam in 1939 and terminating with the scuttling of the Kilgore- 
Murray-Truman bill for federal unemployment relief, is printed on pages 
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publican Party in Congress 


They Sand-bagged Labor! 





The record printed below and on following pages shows that during 
the last six years Republican senators voted only 28.64 per cent right on 
42 measures affecting national defense, labor and domestic economy. The 
record of Republican congressmen is even worse. They voted only 16.70 
per cent right on 49 similar measures. The average Republican score is 
only 18.31 per cent right! The following tabulation lists the favorable 
votes cast by each man on the total number of these measures that came 
up while he was in Congress. 
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Votes Votes Votes Votes 

CE i segues taeren 3 ee 15 39 
Pc. lbch abused eas 3 49  Auchincloss.......... 5 30 
aan ca mak e-l 4 49 Sundstrom........... 5 30 
ES eee 4 ie 0 Pee 8 30 
EE. «: 0s reee cers 8 GD 4 GaOEE . ww cc cccccuee 2 19 
Jonkman ............ 3 44 Vreeland* ........... 5 19 
Bennett ............. 10 30 NEW YORK 

MINNESOTA SN 6c ss £6 cabs os 1 49 
Knutson ............. None ke ieaacsnceenuas 7 49 
Andresen ............ 5 Oe Mg a 7 49 
RRR ee 6 ‘fe (Fee 7 49 
Andersen ............ 10 ee 9 49 
iin 6 ot een ie 17 49 SE ae 10 49 
Ne aa ceed el 11 $9 Hoemeock ............. 10 49 
O’Hara.............. 3 38 Wadsworth .......... 11 49 
ee 7 Ss I iis ty Gx Grains eas 11 49 
Youngdahl* .......... None Fe Ree ee 12 49 

a Nias A ad ah et 13 49 

MISSOURI aS ~ 44 
ES renee» None 49 Kilburn.............. 10 43 
OS Pre Cr rrr e 4 39 i 3 39 
Benmmett .........000%: 5 4a 10 38 
SG tea tell ed 4 30 §=Baldwin............. 18 38 
Serer 5 |e epeEeerss 4 30 
CN ed a acwecae 5 30 SS OO eee 5 30 
0 Perr 7 30 OEE ee Yj 30 
See eee 9 30 IE ions ini a sydd tiesto 8 30 

ee ek kaa abe 13 30 

age Rockefeller* ......... 1 19 
gd le aca aie aaa 5 49 Crowther* ........... 3 19 
CL abo nebndede mies 10 49 Cluett* .............. 8 19 
0 ee 3 30 Pheiffe r* veep 9 9 
Ee i ai 7 30 —_— 1 6 
SEY si cacsverces None eee. 

NORTH DAKOTA 

NEW HAMPSHIRE MEE cvcavvasadas 31 49 
NEES EE er 15 49 Lemke .............. 14 30 
PT sc vcanverernnes 5 30 Robertson* .......... None 9 
Ser 1 19 

OHIO 

NEW JERSEY ere None 49 
| ee 6 ero 1 49 
tt cesethedneeweta 8 49 -CHOVOM@Or .... 22.2200. 1 49 
Eee ae 9 i ee 3 49 
sn cies cae wee 9 lee 4 49 
Pc cedene caked ée 13 Ce SD bvcecuacnewnws 4 49 
ere 16 ee 6 49 
Webvertem ...cccccces 21 PM ap ccncbeccaceunds 6 49 




















THE INTERNATIONAL TEAMSTER 19 








Right Total Right Total 
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GOP Congressmen Voted Wrong on These 


Here are the 49 measures on which Re- wrong on practically all of these measures 
publican Congressmen made a dismal vot- except such as the harmless Fulbright reso- 
ing record of only 16.70 per cent right dur- lution, which was scarcely more than a 
ing the last six years. prayer for peace. 

Remember that the Republicans were Even so, Congressman Stephen A. Day 
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of Illinois, a man who admires Hitler, voted 


against it. 
1—Improvement of Guam Naval base, 
1939. 


2—WPA relief bill, 1939. 
3—Public works construction, 1939. 
4—Repeal of arms embargo, 1939. 
5—Revision of neutrality act, 1939. 
6—More military airplanes, 1939. 
7—Smith amendments to Wagner act, 
1940. 
8—Federal food stamp plan, 1940. 
9—Military conscription act, 1940. 
10—Funds for vocational training, 1940. 
11—Smith anti-strike bill, 1941. 
12—Extension of conscription act, 1941. 
13—Lend-lease bill, 1941. 
14—Modifying combat zones, 1941. 
15—Seizing corporation property for de- 
fense, 1941. 
16—To arm U. S. ships, 1941. 
17—To cripple price control, 1942. 
18—Extending Dies committee, 1942. 
19—Public power development, 1942. 
20—The Hobbs bill, 1943. 
21—Smith-Connally bill, 1943. 
22—Over-riding President’s veto of Smith- 
Connally bill, 1943. 
23—lIncreasing pay of federal employees, 
1943. 
24—Raising $25,000 salary limit, 1943. 
25—The Rum tax plan, 1943. 
26—To increase farm production, 1943. 
27—Funds for rotating crops, 1943. 


28—Killing incentive payments to farmers, 
1943. 

29—Funds for crop insurance, 1943. 

30—Rural electrification program, 1943. 

31—Liquidating Home Owners Loan Cor- 
poration, 1943. 

32—Funds for roll-back of prices, 1943. 

33—Reducing funds for OPA enforcement, 
1943. 

34—Putting business in charge of OPA, 
1943. 

35—Abolishing Office of War Information, 
1943. 

36—Creating Smith anti-labor committee, 
1943. 

37—Continuing the Dies committee again, 
1943. 

38—Discharging men “exposed” by Dies 
committee, 1943. 

39—Abolishing the poll tax, 1943. 

40—Extending reciprocal trade agreements, 
1943. 

41—Prohibiting labor campaign contribu- 
tions, 1943. 

42—Fulbright resolution, 1943. 

43—To strip power from OPA, 1943. 

44—United Nations relief, 1944. 

45—Sustaining veto of anti-subsidy bill, 
1944. 

46—Tax bill to help the greedy, 1944. 

47—Over-riding veto of greedy tax bill, 
1944, 

48—The soldier vote bill, 1944. 

49—To kill soldier-vote bill without roll- 
call, 1944. 


How Republican Senators Voted 


Right Total 
CALIFORNIA Votes Votes 
EEE er 1 42 
COLORADO 
SE aR 4 29 
CONNECTICUT 
DOE... ce nawewen 17 42 


* No longer in Congress. 


. Right Total 
DELAWARE Votes Votes 
SERS Ore 5 28 
IDAHO 
I a tia hats 3 37 
ILLINOIS 
0 a 6 37 
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Right Total Right Total 
INDIANA Votes Votes NORTH DAKOTA Votes Votes 
Ss ee Geb ik io 6 Be Masi kckecccoctens 11 42 
PEE bose eneaanioh ine 20 37 
IOWA 
eer eer 6 28 OHIO 
- Sree ry 11 42 
KANSAS I a  saras wean dhcucinia 20 37 
ee ta 7 42 
OKLAHOMA 
Apes Ape ae 13 
pps = ee 2 28 
a. a 18 42 —— 
re ere er ae 
eee 10 42 
| ee ee 13 37 McNary* ETS 10 30 
MASSACHUSETTS I ccna: een None 3 
eee ae en aia 11 31 PENNSYLVANIA 
WE: wenvenvesewons 2 = tater: 20 42 
MICHIGAN SOUTH DAKOTA 
Vandenberg .......... 17 a Peererrrare ere 17 42 
I sine & ues atarees 10  _  —__ (§§SsgS re 3 28 
MINNESOTA ‘ Vanes - 
Shipstead ............ 13 42s Austin .............. 
eal RAS 21 37. Aiken ............+-. 16 37 
NEBRASKA WEST VIRGINIA 
Sere 2 28 
Butler ........0.ccee. 4 _» =e 
I bs cucseteveses 3 28 WISCONSIN 
teks dteewses 10 42 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
WYOMING 
te et Bn 10 42 
Bridges ie 12 42 Robertson ........... 3 28 
NEW JERSEY hie ite ie nae ae 397 1,386 
Se 14 30 Grand Total, House 
I ia ei el 5 29 and Senate ..... 1,888 10,310 


GOP Senators Voted Wrong on These 


Here are the 42 measures on which Senate and Nye of North Dakota voted for that, 
Republicans made a favorable voting record with an election coming up. 
of only 28.64 per cent. A majority of the : - 
Republicans voted wrong on practically | !—Neutrality Act revision, 1939. 
every one of these measures, except for such 2—To reduce relief appropriation, 1939. 
innocent measures as No. 32, which favored | 3—Wheeler amendment to reduce public 
only the general idea of an international works appropriation, 1939. 
organization to prevent wars. Even such 4—Reduction in Civilian Conservation 
isolationist reactionaries as Taft of Ohio Corps appropriation, 1940. 
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5—Anti-labor spy bill, 1940. 
6—Conscription bill, 1940. 
7—Lend-lease, 1941. 
8—British aid, 1941. 
9—To prohibit transfer of axis ships, 1941. 
10—Ship seizure bill, 1941. 
11—Draft extension, 1941. 
12—Lend-lease appropriation, 1941. 
13—Repeal of neutrality act, 1941. 
14—Smith-Connally bill, 1943. 
15—Over-riding veto of Smith-Connally 
bill, 1943. 
11—Farm labor freeze, 1943. 
17—To increase food prices, 1943. 
18—To kill Farm Security Administration, 
1943. 
19—Soil conservation program, 1943. 
20—Farm crop insurance, 1943. 
21—Commodity Credit appropriation, 
1943. 
22—Taft measure to limit price roll-backs, 
1943. 
23—Prohibiting funds for price control, 
1943. 
24—-Funds for Office of War Information, 
1943. 


25—Ruml income tax plan, 1943. 

26—Extension of reciprocal trade agree- 
ments, 1943. 

27—Support of Dies committee program, 


1943. 

28—Funds for national resources planning 
board, 1943. 

29—Appropriation for vocational educa- 
tion, 1943. 


30—Removing $25,000 salary limit, 1943. 

31—Amendment to limit trade agreements, 
1943. 

32—For international organization, 1943. 

33—United Nations relief, 1944. 

34—Food subsidies, 1944. 

35—Commodity Credit bill, 1944. 

36—Labor union income tax reports, 1944. 

37—The soldier vote bill, 1944. 

38—To kill fair employment committee, 
1944. 

39—To hamstring Tennessee Valley power, 
1944, 

40—Poll tax vote on cloture, 1944. 

41—Over-riding tax bill veto, 1944. 

42—-Federal unemployment relief, 1944. 


Big Business Beats Kilgore Bill 


IGEONHOLING of the Kilgore industrial 
_ peremesonco bill by the senate and sub- 
stitution of the iniquitous George bill is an 
indication of what labor can expect when 
the shooting stops. 

In spite of unanimous labor support the 
Kilgore bill was neatly made a victim of 
parliamentary skullduggery, and even its 
friends had no opportunity to vote for it. 
And it was hurriedly presented to the senate 
when many of its friends were absent. The 
George bill now goes to the house. 

This action of the senate can be chalked 
up as a victory for enemies of the President 
and the big newspapers. A victory for big 
business, which, with the help of the same 
big metropolitan newspapers, will see that 
big business gets a big part of the huge 
equity the government owns in manufactur- 
ing equipment and that labor—the working 


people—get the dirty end of the stick, as 
usual. 

It is now up to these same working people 
to make themselves heard and felt. It is up 
to them to write to their congressmen and 
senators and tell them that the action of the 
senate is not the will of the people, because 
the working people in this country are the 
people—the people with the votes and the 
people who are going to suffer if the infa- 
mous George bill becomes law. 

The only test of such a bill as the Kilgore 
measure is whether it will be good for the 
people—the working people—and the work- 
ers should be able to decide that one. The 
American Federation of Labor and the Con- 
gress of Industrial Organizations both in- 
dorsed the Kilgore bill. Therefore it was a 
good bill for working people. 

—Cigar Makers’ Journal 
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Congress Studies Aid for Injured 


23 Million Physically Handicapped in United States 


PROGRAM to rehabilitate 23 million 

physically handicapped people in the 
United States has been undertaken by a 
congressional committee headed by Con- 
gressman Augustine B. Kelley of Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Under consideration is a plan to establish 
vocational training schools in 15 districts 
of the country for the pur- 
pose of refitting the peace- 
time casualties for profit- 
able employment. 

Kelley is circularizing all 
labor unions asking for in- 
formation on the number of 
men disabled every year in 
various occupations, either 
through disease or accident. 

The survey being under- 
taken by the committee will 
scrutinize the workmen’s 
compensation in each state 
and the manner in which 
rehabilitation work is now 
being handled through pub- 
lic and private agencies. 

It will determine whether 
medical care is now ade- 
quate and asks the sugges- 
tions of unions for the strengthening of 
existing laws or the passage of new laws to 
restore the injured to health and earning 
capacity. 

Kelley’s plan is for the federal govern- 
ment to take over the rehabilitation pro- 
gram. This would set a standard for all 
states and give the injured workman a better 
chance for recovery in most states, particu- 
larly those backward states which clamor 
for “states’ rights” and resist all attempts 
of the federal government to benefit their 
citizens. 

Taxation is the basis for the opposition 





Congressman Kelley 


to federal programs for relief, rehabilitation 
or other phases of public welfare. 

The industries which cripple men are 
opposed to paying taxes to take care of 
them. The influence of these industries on 
state legislatures has prevented the enact- 
ment of laws to properly care for the men 
injured or other laws to force industries to 
take precautions to prevent 
accidents. 

Kelley, in his communi- 
cation to labor unions ask- 
ing cooperation, pointed out 
that prior to Pearl Harbor, 
800,000 persons were dis- 
abled every year, most of 
them laboring men. 

With the return of added 
thousands of disabled men 
from the war zones, the care 
of disabled citizens has come 
forcibly to public attention. 

The disabled war veter- 
ans are receiving expert 
medical attention from the 
government but the peace 
casualties have been forced 
to accept inferior treat- 
ment, or none at all. 

Kelley’s plan will be an intelligent and 
humane step toward the solution of a prob- 
lem which is constantly becoming more 
critical. 

In announcing his plans, Kelley said: 

“For many years I have studied the cause 
and effect of disabling injuries and diseases 
in industry and believe that our committee, 
in trying to ascertain the facts and make 
recommendations for remedial legislation in 
this field, is dealing with one of the most 
important factors in our national economy, 
and one especially important to organized 
labor. 
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“We realize the enormity of our task, and 
that we must have the understanding, coop- 
eration and support of the general public 
and of organized labor if we are to succeed. 

“Prior to Pearl Harbor, an average of 
800,000 of our citizens were seriously dis- 
abled each year. Of these only 30,000 were 
rehabilitated by federal, state or private 
means, leaving 770,000 incapacitated to 
some degree. 

“Labor is the chief sufferer from this 
appalling list of handicapped people. Those 
in the ranks of labor, with whom I have lived 
and worked for many years, should, I am 
sure, be accorded a means of regeneration 
and retraining when they become physically 
handicapped through accident or disease.” 


Kelley is chairman of a subcommittee of 
the House labor committee. Other members 
of the committee investigating the physi- 
cally handicapped are Congressmen Jen- 
nings Randolph of West Virginia, Eugene 
Worley of Texas, Thomas E. Scanlon of 
Pennsylvania, Richard J. Welch of Cali- 
fornia, Joseph Clark Baldwin of New York, 
and of all people, Stephen A. Day of Illinois. 

Day is a notorious admirer of 
Adolph Hitler. The Teamsters are 
campaigning for his defeat on Novem- 
ber 7. Hitler’s method of dealing with 
cripples is to kill them. Is this one of 
the things Day admires in Hitler? 

Day does not belong on this committee. 
Neither does he belong in Congress. 


1945 Convention May he Changed 


HE national convention of the Teamsters’ 

Union set for next September in Los An- 
geles may be postponed or moved to another 
city, according to the provisions of a resolu- 
tion passed by a national meeting of dele- 
gates from all local unions held in Washing- 
ton, D. C., on September 23. 

The resolution authorized the general 
executive board to take such action as is 
advisable in view of the war. The conven- 
tion had been set for the second Monday in 
September, 1945, in Los Angeles. 

At the time it was originally set by the 
1940 convention, the country was at peace 
and the problems of transportation and 
hotel accommodations which have since 
arisen were unforeseen. 

President Tobin said that under the au- 
thority granted by the resolution, the con- 
vention might be shifted to Chicago or 
Cleveland or some other city to make it more 
accessible to delegates. 

He made it clear that whatever action is 
taken will be based on the demands of war. 

“While I believe that the European war 
will be over within a few months, I have no 
such hope for the Japanese war,” he said. 


“When the European war ends our trans- 
portation situation, especially on the West 
Coast, will be more acute. Men and equip- 
ment will be transferred from the European 
to the Asiatic theatre, which means that 
supplies and troops will be passing through 
West Coast ports in far greater volume. 

“Tt is out of the question to attempt to 
hold a convention the size of ours in Los 
Angeles unless the war has taken an unex- 
pected change by that time. We are very 
desirous of holding the 1945 convention on 
time as we have many important matters to 
consider, including the amendment of our 
constitution. 

“The general executive board will await 
developments for a time before it takes any 
action on the 1945 convention.” 

Another resolution urged all truck drivers 
to observe the speed limits and to operate 
their trucks carefully in order to conserve 
the dwindling supply of rubber, equipment 
and spare parts. 

A third resolution recommended that all 
local unions reinstate men called into the 
armed services at initiation fees not to ex- 
ceed $5. 
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How toa Contribute te Campaign 


Unions Can Donate to Local Democratic Funds 
BY DANIEL J. TOBIN 


FTER talking with the best lawyers, in- 
A cluding our own attorney, Judge Pad- 
way, I find that working men, under the 
Smith-Connally Act and the Hatch Act, can 
make political contributions up to $5,000 as 
individuals. The wives, children and rela- 
tives of individuals, whether they be work- 
ing men or employers, can also contribute 
up to $5,000 for each individual. 

Your union, as a union, cannot contribute 
anything to candidates for federal office, 
such as President, vice-president, senators 
and congressmen of the United States. 

You can contribute, and your union can 
contribute, towards the election of a gover- 
nor, a mayor, state representatives or sena- 
tors, or candidates for other local offices 
unless prohibited by special state laws. 

Dealing with the candidates for national 
office, your union can express itself openly 
as to whom they believe is the best man to 
serve your membership. 

Your union can print copies of resolutions 
indorsing candidates for national office, and 
the expense entailed is not a violation of 
the law. 

If you make a contribution to a candidate 
for governor or mayor or other state or 
municipal office it must be stated clearly 
that the money is to be used for the cam- 
paigns of those individuals only. All you 
are forbidden to do by the law is to make a 
direct contribution by your union to any 
candidate for federal office. 

There is no doubt in our mind but that 
many corporations controlled by Republi- 
cans and other business interests will find a 
way around the law, by which they, their 
wives, or their mothers-in-law will make a 
substantial contribution to the campaigns 
of Republican candidates. 

But we must not take any chances to- 


wards violating any part of the law. There 
is no use in us now crying that the law is 
intolerable and unjust. We know that. And 
our job will be to try to get such a law 
repealed or amended, excluding labor unions 
from its poisonous purposes. 

Labor unions, under this law, are placed 
in the same category as corporations, or 
profit-seeking institutions. The funds of 
a labor union belong to the members. 
They are their accumulated contributions, 
and the membership of that labor union is 
a live, human institution. But they are pre- 
vented, under the present law, from con- 
tributing towards the election of some per- 
son, a candidate for federal office, whom 
they know would be a help to them if elected. 

Many years ago the Sherman Anti-Trust 
law was amended and interpreted as fol- 
lows: “That labor was not a commodity or 
an article of commerce,” but under the 
Smith-Connally law labor is classed as a 
commodity or an article of commerce, a 
dead, lifeless thing, the same as a locomotive 
or a hydraulic machine. 

What, therefore, should the men and 
women of labor do in this unjust attempt to 
shackle them? They should form clubs in 
every district, elect a chairman, a secretary 
and a treasurer. 

The membership of the club should con- 
stitute not only union men and their fami- 
lies, but all those who are friendly towards 
labor and towards the present administra- 
tion. 

Especially the fathers, mothers, wives, 
sisters and brothers of men in the armed 
forces should be members of the club. 

The club could adopt any name it desires, 
such as “THE ROOSEVELT FOR VICTORY 
Crus.” It could be disbanded immediately 
after the election if it was desired. The club 
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could accept contributions of any amount 
tendered by individuals, from $1 up to 
$5,000. 

Receipts should be given to the individ- 
uals contributing, by club secretary or 
treasurer. 

Then the whole amount, once each week, 
should be sent in the form of a check, from 
THE ROOSEVELT FOR VICTORY CLUB of Los 
Angeles, or New York, to the treasurer of 
the Democratic National Committee, Fifth 
Floor, Biltmore Hotel, New York City. 

If $100 or $300 or $1,000 was contrib- 
uted during the week, it should be sent each 
week to the above address, in one check. 

Then a receipt would be forwarded from 
the treasurer of the Democratic National 
Committee to the club for the amount re- 
ceived and credit would be given to the club 
on the records of the Democratic campaign 
committee. 

If you want to help financially, this is the 
manner in which you should proceed. You 
are within the law. And let me say this to 
you, that in my personal judgment, if you 
understand the dangers to your own free- 


dom, your safety, and the conditions which 
you may endure as a result of the victory of 
your enemies, then you would gladly con- 
tribute from a real business as well as a 
patriotic standpoint. 

We have gained millions of dollars in 
wages. We have improved the conditions of 
the unorganized as well as those of our own 
organized workers. 

It is the duty of every man and woman 
to pay something towards the election of 
those whom we believe to be most compe- 
tent to handle the affairs of our nation and 
to protect the freedoms that we now enjoy, 
and to see to it that we are to be protected 
against reductions in wages and other in- 
juries, which undoubtedly we will have to 
endure if an adverse, unfriendly, big-busi- 
ness administration is elected in November. 

You will not be doing anything for me 
personally. What you do, in accordance 
with the above suggestions, you will be do- 
ing for yourself, for your families and for 
the continued safety and prosperity of the 
nation. 


Self-Appointed Labor Candidates Injure Unions 


GAIN we have to repeat what we said a 
A month or two ago in this monthly 
journal relative to self-constituted candi- 
dates for political office who happen to hold 
membership in unions. 

No member of our union is compelled 
under any circumstances to support an indi- 
vidual who happens to be a member of our 
organization or of any other labor union, 
unless that individual has come before our 
joint council and asked for its endorsement 
or advice before he declares himself a can- 
didate. 

Labor, unfortunately, has been cursed 
and its prestige weakened by men who de- 
clare themselves candidates for office who 





have no chance whatever to get even five per 
cent of the vote cast. They haven’t much 
to lose themselves, but the labor movement 
has a great deal to lose. 

We would like to see the real kind of 
trade unionist elected to office, but when an 
ordinary individual member, having no 
following to amount to anything, runs for 
a political office, he not only weakens the 
prestige and influence of the union, but very 
often he deprives a real friend of labor of a 
chance to be elected, by splitting the vote. 
And then the miserable vote he gets is held 
up by the employers and the press with— 
“This is the penny-ante strength of labor” — 
and again we are set back. 





Pre-war rubber monopoly of India-Britain and the Netherlands has been joined 

by the big rubber interests of the United States, and a new, larger, and more 

powerful cartel is to be formed. This is the “free enterprise” the big shots 
talk about!—The Union Gazette, San Jose, Calif. 
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Telin Heads Lalor Campaign 


Cooperate with PAC, ClO, He Tells Teamsters 


the American working man, Daniel J. 
Tobin has plunged into the national election 
campaign as chairman of the labor division 
of the Democratic party. 

It is the fourth consecutive time that 
Tobin has served in this capacity and he 
confidently expects to maintain the un- 
broken series of victories that crowned his 
efforts in 1932, 1936 and 1940. 

One of his first official acts after his 
appointment was to repudiate Republican 
efforts to divide labor. 

“T will cooperate with the Political Action 
Committee, the CIO and every other group 
of citizens interested in the re-election of 
President Roosevelt,’ Tobin stated at his 
headquarters in New York. 

“My interest in this campaign is to pro- 
tect the welfare of the common citizen by 
keeping in the White House the man who 
has done more for labor than all other 
Presidents combined. 

“T have no quarrel with the CIO. In 
fact my relations with Philip Murray 
and other CIO leaders has been har- 
monious. I respect them as men and 
they respect me. 

“In matters of concern to the welfare 
of labor as a whole—such as the re- 
election of Roosevelt—we see eye to 
eye. 

“There will be no conflict between us in 
this campaign except to see whether the 
AFL or the CIO can roll up the biggest vot 
for Roosevelt. . 

“All locals of the Teamsters’ Union in the 
United States are expected to exert them- 
selves between now and November 7 to see 
that all Teamsters are registered to vote, 
along with all adult members of their fami- 
lies, in accordance with the resolution passed 
unanimously by the general executive board 
in August committing this union to the 


Sm fighting to advance the interests of 


Democratic national ticket of Roosevelt 
and Truman. 
“Committees should be appointed by 





This is the latest photograph of Daniel J. Tobin, 

taken last month in his New York headquarters 

as he assumed charge of the labor division of the 
Democratic party to re-elect Roosevelt. 
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every local union to see that the member- 
ship is registered and that they vote on 
November 7. 

“Our local unions should cooperate with 
all other groups of citizens, in labor and out 
of labor, to re-elect Roosevelt and the Dem- 
ocratic ticket. 

“Of course we have enemies in the Demo- 
cratic party but most of them are in states 
where it is useless to oppose them in this 
campaign. 

“Our concern is to get out the vote in 
states where labor can influence the outcome 
of the election, and this means practically 
every state outside the Solid South. 

“We must elect a friendly Congress with 
Roosevelt. An unfriendly Congress can 
over-ride his vetoes as they did in the case 
of the Smith-Connally bill and the tax bill 
to help the greedy at the expense of the 
needy. 

“This means we must elect a Demo- 
cratic Congress and Democratic state 
administrations wherever the Demo- 
cratic candidate for governor is sym- 
pathetic to labor. 

“Remember that if the Republicans 
carry the local state elections, we will 
be faced by hostile state legislatures 
and hostile governors. 

“Some Republicans are running for Con- 
gress who have been friendly to labor as 
governor or in other public offices. But we 
deceive ourselves if we think they will not 
vote as the Republican machine dictates, 
once they take their seats in Congress. 

“Therefore the objective of labor in this 
campaign is to elect as many Democrats as 
possible because the Democratic ticket, 
headed by President Roosevelt, offers us the 
only chance we have to maintain our wages 


and conditions in the period of readjustment 
following the war. 

“The Republican national platform offers 
us only promises, and very few of those. 
Even these few promises conflict with their 
past performance in public office. 

“The Democratic party pledges the 
amendment or repeal of all laws affecting 
labor which have failed to serve their origi- 
nal intent. It promises a continuation of 
humane and liberal legislation. 

“These promises coincide with the per- 
formance of the Democratic party. Its plat- 
form has been written into the laws of the 
land for the past 12 years. And it is under 
those laws that labor has steadily gone for- 
ward. 

“Tf we change administrations, we will 
find later to our sorrow that we have also 
changed the laws which gave us what we 
have today. 

“T would not have again undertaken the 
arduous work of a national campaign if I 
had not considered that I owe it to the men 
and women of labor. 

“T have served them all my life and as 
long as I have the strength, I will continue 
to work in their interest. 

“This is no time to relax. The future of 
labor is at stake. In working for the Demo- 
cratic ticket in this campaign I am working 
for labor. 

“T ask the cooperation of every local 
union and every individual union member. 

“Contribute financially to the limit of 
your means. The Republicans have millions 
of dollars. We cannot match that but we 
can get our message to the people if every 
worker will contribute a dollar or two. 

“The time is short. Roll up your sleeves, 
and roll out the vote.” 





“Frankly, we are, and must be, barbarians, if by this we understand those who 


wage war relentlessly and to the utmost degree. 


. . . Every act, no matter of 


what nature, committed by our troops for the purpose of discouraging, defeating 
and destroying our enemies is a brave act and a good deed and is fully justified. 
. . .Germany stands as the supreme arbiter of her own methods, which, in time of 
war, must be dictated to the world. . . . For my part, I hope that in this war 
we have merited the title of barbarians.”—Maj. Gen. von Disfurth, November, 1914. 
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Gompers Was Net \Nen-Partisan” 
AFL Has Lost Fighting Spirit Since He Died 


BY DANIEL J. TOBIN 


- "P’ueE Republican press of the nation is de- 

J perme a lot of attention to the fact that 
labor is making a mistake by entering into 
the political arena. One editorial writer in 
the Boston Herald shed tears of sincere re- 
gret at the mistake that labor is making, and 
he goes on to recall statements of Sam 
Gompers. 

This writer in the Herald claims to be a 
member of the CIO; I suppose he is con- 
nected with the Newspaper Guild. 

But I know the policy of the Boston 
Herald is strongly Republican and is con- 
trolled by many interests who are unfriendly 
to labor, and the editorial writer who refers 
to Mr. Gompers and his policy dealing with 
politics is only expressing the sentiments of 
the newspaper and very often not his own 
opinion. 

However, going back to Gompers, the 
writer of this article worked with Gompers 
for many years, both as a member of the 
AFL executive council and as an Interna- 
tional Union official. My mind goes back 
to the time I was driving a truck in Boston, 
to the days of William Jennings Bryan, and 
I distinctly remember Sam Gompers tour- 
ing the nation in behalf of William Jennings 
Bryan in 1896, in 1900, and again in 1904. 

Certainly Gompers was not non-partisan. 
He was an outstanding fighter for Demo- 
crats of the type of Bryan. He never re- 
mained silent during a national political 
election. In 1908, a member of the execu- 
tive council named Dan Keefe, who was the 
head of the Longshoremen’s Union, was de- 
feated or refused to run for the executive 
council because he could not have been 
elected. He had gone out and supported 
Taft in opposition to the wishes and decla- 
rations of the council. 

John Alpine of the Plumbers was elected 


to the place of Dan Keefe. That’s how 
strong and how clear-cut the politics of the 
American Federation of Labor was in the 
days of Gompers. 

Again in 1912 and in 1916 Sam Gompers 
campaigned for Woodrow Wilson through- 
out the nation. Again in 1924, when Cool- 
idge was nominated by the Republicans, 
and John W. Davis, a corporation lawyer, 
was nominated by the Democrats, both can- 
didates strongly unsatisfactory to the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor, the executive 
council in session assembled—and the writer 
was a member—endorsed the candidacy of* 
the Senior Bob LaFollette, as a protest 
against the other candidates. 

And Gompers and this writer and several 
members of the council, with the Railroad 
Brotherhoods, did all they could to help 
Bob LaFollette. 

If Gompers were alive today, and in 
his strength, he would be campaigning 
from one end of the country to the 
other trying to re-elect Franklin D. 
Roosevelt. 

Why, then, try to confuse the issue and 
dig Sam Gompers out of his grave and lie 
about him? Yes, we know, to confuse the 
workers. 

In those days it was customary for the 
executive council to publish the platforms 
of both parties, with recommendations or 
with an analysis of the platforms. 

This has not been done in recent 
years because it looks as if we have 
lost some of the fighting blood—or 
might I use the word “courage”—that 
we had in the days that are past when 
labor was crucified. 

Today the American labor movement is 
the strongest labor movement this world has 
ever known, and it would be much stronger 
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if it were not divided into two or three 
camps. 

There are 15 members on the executive 
council, and in its last meeting it made no 
declaration on either candidate. It simply 
left the responsibility on the membership of 
the American Federation of Labor to use 
their own judgment. 

Out of those 15 members there are 11 who 
are outstanding Roosevelt men, one or two 
doubtful, and two who may be considered 
Republicans or Roosevelt haters. 

There is some criticism by the AFL gen- 
eral membership—and it is justified—be- 
cause the executive council failed, in its 
meeting in Chicago in August, to give its 
opinion to the membership, especially those 
in federal labor unions, as to which candi- 
date would be best for labor, in their judg- 
ment. 

* You can decide for yourself which candi- 
date would receive the indorsement of the 
council, from the above facts. 

We cannot expect everyone to be of the 
same mind, either in religion or politics, but 
the action of the majority, under the pro- 


cedure of the labor movement, is the action 
of the whole. Any individual not desiring to 
go along with the majority has the right to 
resign from the executive council. At this 
particular time there is an overwhelming 
majority of the members of the executive 
council who favor, and will help to re-elect, 
the man who now heads the national gov- - 
ernment, especially at this crucial moment 
when the world is on fire, and civilization is 
endangered by the Teuton and the Jap. 

Sam Gompers and Frank Morrison 
were outstanding Democrats and be- 
lievers in Bryan, Wilson and Roose- 
velt, and they did not hesitate to say so. 
They were never found in the middle 
of the road, fearful of taking a position. 

So to our readers let us say: pay no atten- 
tion to the false writers who try to confuse 
you that it is best for the American Federa- 
tion of Labor to stay non-partisan and do 
nothing towards enlightening the multitude 
of the toilers of the nation as to who is, in 
their judgment, the friend of labor or the 
enemy of labor. 





board. 





Membership Approves Roosevelt Indorsement 


We desire to express our sincere appreciation to all of our local 
unions, especially those on the western coast, who sent in telegrams to 
the general president and, through him, to the general executive board, 
expressing their approval of the resolution that was passed by the 
general executive board indorsing the candidacy of Franklin D. Roose- 
velt for President of the United States, and Harry S. Truman for 
Vice-President of the United States. 


We, the members of the general executive board, deeply appreciate 
this mark of confidence and respect shown by our local unions, and 
their approval of the manner in which we are endeavoring to guide the 
destinies of the International Union by our action as contained in the 
resolution which was unanimously adopted by the general executive 


Be assured again, the members of the general executive board thank 
the senders of the innumerable telegrams which we received. 
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Gillespie Ashs Union Exemption 


MINUTES OF MEETING OF GENERAL EXECUTIVE BOARD, 
HELD IN THE DRAKE HOTEL, CHICAGO, ENDING AUGUST 26 


(Continued from Last Month) 


ECRETARY- TREASURER GILLESPIE report- 
ed to the board that he had filed blan- 
ket application to the government for ex- 
emption of the International Union and its 
affiliated local unions from payment of tax. 
Secretary-Treasurer Gillespie outlined a 
condition existing in Local No. 259, News- 
paper Drivers of Boston, Mass., wherein 
the local refuses to accept in membership 
drivers working for the Christian Science 
Monitor. The officers of the local union took 
the applications of seven drivers for this 
publication, but a certain element in the 
local union voted against accepting them 
into membership. 

The joint council recommends that the 
men be given membership and the general 
organizer in the district is in favor of organ- 
izing them. It was the decision of the board 
that these men, being regular newspaper 
drivers, should be given membership and 
that the local union be ordered to act accord- 
ingly. 

Brother Gillespie also reported that the 
attorney for the organization, Joseph A. 
Padway, had completed registration of the 
emblem and label of the International Union 
in all states and possessions. The question 
of the printing and distribution of the label 
was postponed until the next meeting of the 
board. 

President Brown and Vice-President Carr 
of the International Association of Machin- 
ists appeared before the board in connection 
with the renewal of an agreement dealing 
with garage mechanics which has existed for 
several years between the two international 
unions but which was terminated at the 
time the Machinists withdrew from the 
American Federation of Labor. 

The International Association of Machin- 


ists has returned to the American Federa- 
tion of Labor and President Brown asked 
that the old agreement be renewed. After 
fully discussing the matter, it was referred 
to President Tobin to take up with Presi- 
dent Brown, and certain requirements were 
to be made by President Tobin of President 
Brown before the agreement was renewed. 

Vice-President Brennan explained to the 
board his recent work and an expenditure of 
money in St. Paul, Minnesota, in connection 
with the Brewery Workers controversy. The 
amount was not very large, and while no 
organizer or international representative has 
the right to expend any moneys without first 
consulting the general officers and getting 
their approval and consent, it was believed 
that Brother Brennan spent this money in 
connection with the work of the interna- 
tional Union, and the board voted to reim- 
burse him for the amount that he spent in 
carrying on the organizing work required 
in this particular instance. 

Secretary-Treasurer Gillespie read a let- 
ter addressed to the general president by the 
International Transport Workers’ Federa- 
tion relative to affiliation of the Interna- 
tional Brotherhood of Teamsters with that 
organization. 

After discussing the matter it was referred 
to the general president for consideration, 
investigation and further report to the gen- 
eral executive board. 

It was the opinion of the board that while 
this world conflict is on and there is no sta- 
bilization of the world labor movement or 
world transport workers, it may be inadvis- 
able to consider affiliation at this time. How- 
ever, the general president will make a fur- 
ther report at the next regular meeting of 
the board. 
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President Tobin reported to the general 
executive board on his trip to Washington 
and his interview with the President of the 
United States on many matters. He stated 
that it had been the desire of many labor 
men, including several members of the exec- 
utive council, that he again accept the posi- 
tion of national chairman of the labor divi- 
sion of the Democratic Party. 

President Tobin had already written a 
letter to Chairman Hannegan stating that 
under no circumstances could he take on 
this work. Chairman Hannegan in Wash- 
ington, however, in company with several 
other national leaders, stated that it was the 
earnest desire of all the friends of President 
Roosevelt that he, President Tobin, help out 
once more. 

President Tobin, after consulting with 
associates in the labor movement, again con- 
sented to take on the work in the Demo- 
cratic National Headquarters dealing with 
the labor end of the campaign. 

President Tobin also reported to the 
board the disturbed conditions within the 
organization and the board decided to call 
a national conference to meet the emergen- 
cies arising. The conference is to be held in 
Washington, D. C., on September 23 and 
24, 1944. A committee was appointed to 
assist the president to make arrangements 
for this conference. 

It was ordered that a letter be sent to all 
local unions, notifying them of the confer- 
ence, with instructions that each local union 
would be entitled to one delegate to the con- 
ference, and each joint council would be 
entitled to two representatives. 

It was further agreed by the board that 
any local union unable to send a representa- 
tive could select a member of another local 
union to represent them. All expenses of the 
delegates to the conference must be taken 
care of by the local unions and Joint 
Councils. 

It was also decided that the International 


Union should tender a banquet to the dele- 
gates on Saturday evening, September 23, 
1944. 

The general president stated to the board 
that he believed an invitation should be 
extended to the President of the United 
States to be the guest of the International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters at the banquet. 

The general president was instructed by 
a unanimous vote of the board to invite the 
President of the United States to honor the 
International Brotherhood of Teamsters by 
being their guest on that evening. It was 
further voted by the board that all expenses 
in connection with the banquet, or any pub- 
licity obtaining, would be paid by the Inter- 
national Union. 

President Tobin reported on other con- 
ferences he had in Washington, in particu- 
lar one with the head of the Fair Employ- 
ment bureau. He alsc made several other 
reports to the board of general conditions 
throughout the nation, all of which were 
accepted and approved by the board, with 
the understanding that some of the confi- 
dential reports he made would not be pub- 
lished in our journal but be held in the 
records of the board meetings in the Inter- 
national office. 

The general president was further em- 
powered, as editor of the journal, to delete 
anything from the minutes of the board 
meetings which he believed should be de- 
leted. 

There being no other business to come 
before the board, the general president de- 
clared the meeting adjourned at noon, Sat- 
urday, August 26, 1944, with the under- 
standing that the board would again meet 
in session in the Statler Hotel in Washing- 
ton, D. C., on September 22, 1944. 


Respectfully submitted, 


DANIEL J. TosBIN, 
General President. 


When Americans go to the polls in November, they’re not going to swap a 
statesman and humanitarian for a prosecuting attorney.—Jhe Ohio Teamster. 


























CIO Repudiates Dunne Mob 


HE following resolution was passed unanimously by the 
seventh annual convention of the Minnesota state CIO 
on Sept. 8, 1944: 


Resolution on the Convicted Seditionists 


WHEREAS, 18 members of the Socialist Workers Party 
have been convicted by the government for sedition, and 


WHEREAS, This group and their associates are using 
the name of the CIO in order to try to win support in 
Minnesota and nationally by implying that the convicted 
were members of the CIO and were prosecuted for bona 
fide union activity, and 


WHEREAS, The facts are that this group was con- 
victed for seditious statements and activities against our 
government and our war effort and from the very begin- 
ning of the organization of our CIO in Minnesota this 
group bitterly opposed and fought the CIO and its pro- 
gressive program to organize the thousands of unorgan- 
ized workers in Minnesota’s mass production industries, 
and 


WHEREAS, Their vicious attacks against our com- 
mander-in-chief, President Roosevelt, their similar attacks 
against Philip Murray and his courageous leadership in 
the CIO are nothing but actions of enemies of the labor 
movement, 


THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That this seventh 
annual convention of the Minnesota CIO goes on record 
condemning the disruptive and seditious activities of this 
group and condemning their vicious attacks against the 
CIO and goes on record opposing any aid or comfort to 
those serving terms in the federal penitentiary, and 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That in order to 
effectively expose these enemies of the CIO and our nation 
that copies of this resolution be sent to the national CIO 
and all state CIO publications. 
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The Above Cuts Represent the 
Button, Watch Fob and Cuff Buttons 
Sold by the General Office 


THE PRICES ARE AS FOLLOWS: 


Gold Plated Buttons (Sterling nen $ .50 apiece 
14-K Solid Gold re - * . 2.50 apiece 
Cuff Buttons .. see eae 2 ene 
Watch Charms ....... . . 200 apiece 


All Members should have a copy of the International 
Constitution and Laws . . . Copies, 5 cents each 
Order through your Local 
All orders should be sent through the Secretary of the Local Union to 


JOHN M. GILLESPIE, Secretary 
222 EAST MICHIGAN STREET INDIANAPOLIS 4, INDIANA 








INTERNATIONAL WAREHOUSEMEN 
BROTHERHOOD gm AND HELPERS 
_of TEAMSTERS Z gaa -= OF = 


AMERICA 
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This is the standard union service sign officially approved for all branches 
of the Teamsters’ Union. Order them from the general secretary-treasurer. 
The signs are of metal, 7 by 11 inches in size. They cost 25 cents each. 











